
Open Eyes, Open Minds: New Perspectives on Understanding
Book List and Summer Reading, 2021-2022

Mr. Shelton, Oldfields School
sheltond@oldfieldsschool.org

Required texts:
The following books are required for this class; any edition of each will be fine. More details are
available on our website:

● Alison Bechdel, Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic (graphic novel)
● Art Spiegelman, The Complete Maus (graphic novel, includes both Maus I and Maus II)
● Jason Reynolds, Long Way Down (not the graphic novel version)
● Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried
● Daniel Quinn, Ishmael
● Edwin Abbott, Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions
● Additional readings and materials will be provided free of charge in class.

“Summer” reading:
Since this is a second-semester class, feel free to complete this any time before the second semester
begins rather than during the summer. The written work should be ready to submit on the first day of
class. All students who enroll midyear should begin these assignments and email the teacher for details
about assignment expectations.

● Reread one book (a novel or something of similar length) that you have enjoyed in the past; the
longer it has been since you have read it, the better, but it is most important that you liked the
book. Write an explanation (two-paragraph minimum, one page maximum) of what feels
different this time around. What do you notice, experience, or think of that you didn't the first
time? You will need to turn this in and discuss it; make sure you save a copy for yourself.

● Write an explanation (two-paragraph minimum, one-page maximum) of one thing meaningful to
you that you understand or know how to do that most people don't. This could be about skills
you have learned, knowledge you have gained, or experiences you have had. You will need to
turn this in and discuss it; make sure you save a copy for yourself.

● Mr. Shelton will do the same! He will be rereading The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander, which
is the first book of a series that he enjoyed greatly in middle school. He will also explain one of
his own unusual sets of knowledge and skills.
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